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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 15.264), and 
State of Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-15, to hold City Council 
meetings electronically: 

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, April 15, 
2020, opening at 7:33 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki (7:46 p.m.), Cassar, Clarke 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin and Clerk Dryden  
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to approve the City Council Agenda for April 15, 2020, 
as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. March 11, 2020 Regular Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12123-12127, DD3808-3830, EFT1428-1434; 

and A/P check #’s 50832-50861, EFT 2134-2136, 2139-2149, ACH 2137-2138; 
TOTALING: $287,489.95. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police Reports for March 2020.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

    PR-002-20  
Patrick Runk, Parks & Rec Chairman, thanked Luke Cassar for helping take the lights off the tree at 
the Community Center.  He thanked the residents who stepped out to see the Easter Bunny and kept 
their social distance.  It was a lot of fun.  They will try to reschedule events to later in the year. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
 
He asked them to raise their hand using the icon at the bottom of the screen or *9 on the phone.  
There were three guests and they had no public comments. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin stated things are so different now.  He apologized for the lack of video for him.  He stated it’s 
nice to see and hear everybody.      He acknowledged the agenda is short and there are no action 
items.  That will change next month when we hold our annual Public Hearing for the Budget.  He 
started with pre-Covid 19 comments.   
 
The 2020 Census is being conducted right now.  This is very important to the City for funding and 
the figures will be used for the next 10 years.  Everything from State Shared Revenue and Act 51 
funding for streets, to CDBG and State and Local programs.  As of yesterday, about 69% of Sylvan 
Lake households have responded.  It only takes about 10 minutes to complete the survey online.  
Let’s hit 100%! 
 
City Hall was cooking right along.  The building department was bustling.  We got through the initial 
boat dock applications, then the boat dock move-list, and began working on the waitlist.  The 
Business license applications were almost wrapped up, and we were getting ready for Spring and 
Summer.  The Community Center was being booked for future rentals. We were in the process of 
removing the snow fence at the Ferndale Park and filling potholes.  Next would be beautification and 
preparing for the Memorial Day Parade.  Sadly, the Parade this year will not be held in the normal 
fashion.  Jim Smith, our Parade Chairman was thinking about a virtual parade, or at least a virtual 
recognition ceremony.  More to come on that.    
 
We had the basement of City Hall painted and installed the vinyl base.  We had some new trim 
installed waiting to paint and were getting ready to install the new overhang at the side entrance of 
City Hall.  
 
We were working on improving the trail crossings at Pontiac Drive and Inverness, and new trail signs 
and sidewalk at the Orchard Lake Road crossing. 
 
We were in the final stages of reviewing and preparing to present new information for the proposed 
rezoning of the vacant school property.  The Planner was preparing our first joint City Council and 
Planning Commission meeting to begin the Master Plan process.   

       H-003-20 M-001-20 
Martin was working on all of those and the Budget and projections.  Then everything changed.  The 
Coronavirus, or COVID-19, became a reality for us.  He didn’t get into any stats; you can find those 
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online if you’re interested.  We were in regular communication with Homeland security beginning 
the end of February, trying to follow the development of the virus worldwide.  There were more 
questions than answers then, and only a few more answers now.  Even back then, we were discussing 
concerns over the availability of PPE, or Personal Protection Equipment for the frontline workers.  
We instituted safety protocol for our officers as did all of the Police departments.  The updates and 
conference calls increased dramatically as time went on and those protocols changed many times as 
the pandemic grew.   
 
Here, in addition to our Police Officers, we were discussing protective measures for our City Hall and 
DPW staff and we created protocol for them too.  Then the Governor passed the Stay Home Stay Safe 
Executive Order.  That same afternoon, we sent home our front office staff and the DPW.  They have 
been off since the March 24.  One DPW employee comes in Mondays and Fridays to empty the park 
trash, check our lift stations and whatever we think is necessary at the time. 

 
We still have Police coverage all day every day.  They are doing a great job staying safe and trying to 
keep all of you safe.  That goes for our neighboring departments too.  We continue to work together, 
just at a slightly greater distance.  Dennise and himself are still at City Hall keeping everything 
running there.  We are busier now that we were before, keeping up with the work while short staffed.  
In addition to the normal business and phone calls, we regularly receive calls regarding the executive 
orders, what’s allowed and what isn’t.  Then we get the complaints or concerns from residents 
thinking people are violating the order, or complaints that we aren’t allowing a contractor in, or 
allowing other business activity.  We truly get it from both sides.  We are taking this very seriously 
and do not make the decisions lightly.  We do our best to communicate and educate.  As always, our 
goal is compliance and safety. 
 
Yard waste collection was on, then off, and is now on again.  Your yard waste will be collected. 

 
Martin exclaimed it was awesome to see the Easter Bunny riding through the streets last weekend, 
and the reactions to him!   

  
There are so many uplifting comments and actions being taken in the City and beyond, that it can’t 
help but to warm your heart.  We know there will always be the few that find fault, but for the most 
part people are very kind to one another.  That makes him very happy. 

 
He shared he really missing handshakes and hugs and going out for a meal or a drink with friends and 
family that aren’t home.   Hopefully we will be able to do that again soon.  We will get through this.  
But it is serious.  Please keep doing what you’re doing, following social distancing, taking care of 
others, and staying safe. Pray for the critical employees that are still working.  Hospitals and first 
responders of course, but don’t forget those working at the restaurants, grocery stores, mail order 
warehouses, gas stations, delivery drivers, and trash collectors.    Lastly, he reminded everyone to not 
lose your sense of humor!  If you start feeling overwhelmed or depressed, call a friend.  Please don’t 
deal with this alone. 
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CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Cassar thanked Martin for covering it well and for the job he is doing.  He thanked the first 
responders and the establishments who are helping us all.  It has been a difficult few months.  He 
hopes everyone is in good health, had a good Easter and Passover.  He stated summer is around the 
corner and he is working on the Goose control.  They are unable to perform work at this time.  It is a 
two-phase process.  Both require permits.  They have contacted the Governor regarding this work and 
hoping to hear something soon.  They will stay on top of it and make it happen. 
 
Clarke stated it is an interesting time to talk and do a meeting like this.  He asked everyone to do their 
best with social distancing, reserve judgement against others.  Don’t get petty because you can’t buy 
garden items.  Be forgiving, understand and we’ll whether this storm. 
 
Salemi hoped everyone had a happy Easter.   He gave a shout out to the Police, Fire and City Hall 
and all other essential workers.  It is appreciated even more these days.  He has questions on dock and 
boat installation.  He asked if the date would be pushed back.  Martini confirmed it probably will.  
We’ll play it by ear.  Salemi asked everyone to stay safe. 
 
Zubrzycki called into the meeting at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Lorenz thanked the essential workers.  They have become our heroes.  He thanked the Police, DPW 
and City workers for keeping things running.  He asked residents to maintain social distancing so we 
can get out of our houses as soon as possible.  He is not a fan of Governor’s Whitmer’s order and has 
faith that everyone will socially distance outside their homes.    
 
Zubrzycki thanked Martin and Dryden for keeping things running smoothly.  He apologized for being 
a little late.  He wished everyone well. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
There were no action items. 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
c. Infrastructure Millage – W/S and St/Drain 

 
   
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
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 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 
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